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Ink to cloud: an exhibition on transmission through centuries


Brussels, 9 March 2026 
The Council of the Notariats of the European Union (CNUE) announces the exhibition ‘Ink to cloud: securing transmission over centuries’ at the European Parliament from 16 to 20 March 2026. This exhibition invites the public to a journey in European history, told through outstanding notarial acts stored in the national archives of CNUE member notariats. Covering the period from the 13th to the 20th century, it displays the act of acclamation of King João I, the wills of Queen Isabella the Catholic and Christopher Colombus, the estate inventory of the composer Johann Strauss and the inventory after death of Guillaume Apollinaire.

· The challenges of transmission in the digital age
While highlighting several centuries of written heritage, the exhibition also addresses contemporary issues related to digital assets. Today, an increasing part of our lives—and our assets—are online: social media accounts, documents stored in the cloud, digital identities, crypto-assets. Through interactive content, the exhibition encourages visitors to consider key questions: How can we preserve these intangible assets? How can we pass them on? How can we guarantee legal certainty in an increasingly paperless environment?

· Discover the exhibition on www.notariesofeurope-exhibition.eu 
In addition to the physical exhibition, the CNUE has launched a dedicated website: www.notariesofeurope-exhibition.eu. This website allows the general public to consult more than 50 historical notarial acts, reproduced in high definition. Visitors can browse through the different pages of each document and access explanatory texts in French, English and the language of the country concerned. A dedicated section on digital assets and their transmission builds on the experience of the exhibition and aims to raise awareness of these new challenges.
For Roland Wadge, President of the CNUE: ‘For centuries, notaries have secured the transmission of assets and rights through written documents. Today, the same challenges also arise in the digital world. With this exhibition, we want to show the continuity and permanence of our role: protecting people’s will, guaranteeing legal certainty and ensuring transmission over time – from ink to cloud.”


Practical information
Venue: European Parliament (Brussels), ASP building, 3rd floor, Distribution Centre Area (3D)
Dates: 16 – 20 March 2026
Website: www.notariesofeurope-exhibition.eu 
[bookmark: _Hlk121324616]___
For more details, please contact:
Guillaume Casanova
Communication Officer
g.casanova@cnue.be - T. + 3225139529
	


___
[bookmark: _Hlk121324718]_ The CNUE in a nutshell
The Council of Notariats of the European Union (CNUE) is the official body representing the notarial profession in dealings with the European institutions. The CNUE brings together the notariats of the 22 Member States familiar with this institution: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain. The notariats of Albania, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, the Republic of North Macedonia, Serbia, Türkiye and Ukraine are observer members. The CNUE represents more than 50,000 notaries and 200,000 staff. 
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